
Additional information for the members of rhe Petitions Committtee 

1) The signatories on the petitions are not opposed to the control of commercial 

breeders and puppy farmers. All want effective legislation that will be effectively 

enforced. 

2) This is a recent quote from one of our members on the Facebook group which 

succinctly  elucidates what the majority of caring hobby breeders fear will 

happen  “Any inspection is only as good as the person doing the 

inspecting. On our annual breeding licence inspection we get someone 

from the local council office who just happens to be doing that job. They 

just do the "tick" boxes and that's it. ... Not once has she questioned 

anything specific about the dogs and never goes any closer than 6 ft from 

the kennels. These "inspections" really should be done by a vet or at 

least have a vet in attendance and then the standard tick exercise is 

replaced by a physical one too. It should also be un-announced so that 

there isn't time for "breeders" to move dogs/bitches about/off premises 

and there is nothing to stop them being inspected more than once. In the 

early days of moving here we had two inspections a year - both un-

announced!” 

3) There would appear to be a significant disconnect between the political process 

and grass-roots non political Constituents This is evidenced by the number of 

people who were unaware of the legislation only 6 days before the consultation 

period closed.  

4) Approximately 95% of the signatures on the petition and also resident in Wales 

were shocked to be told of this legislation. They felt disenfranchised in that they 

had been unable to review in a considered way, the new legislation which would 

adversely affect them.   

5)  There is legislation in place to register & inspect licensed kennels. This is not 

being properly enforced at the present time through either Budgetry constraints 

or political expediency 

6)  Hobby breeders are diametrically opposed in their aims to commercial breeders. 

Commercial breeders are breeding for production of a ‘cash crop’ of puppies 

without breed specific knowledge 

7) The differential between hobby breeders and commercial breeders has been 

blurred. 

8) Health checks are already undertaken by hobby breeders whereas there is no 

requirement in this legislation for commercial breeders to do the same. 

9) Health issues have not been addressed in this legislation and it is likely to have a 

detrimental effect on those who wish to improve the health and welfare of 

pedigree dogs 

10) The Kennel Club Accredited Breeders Scheme requires a higher standard of 

welfare, of which many of the hobby breeders in Wales are members of. 

11) Numerous anomalies in legislation eg how many females before requirement to 

become licensed breeder. Most responsible hobby breeders normally retain 

their stock into old age even though they have no intention to breed from it.  
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12) Breeding guidelines cannot be determined by puppy numbers in litters as this is 

determined by nature not regulation. Only actual litters can be a correct 

measure. Some breeds will produce 11 or 12 puppies in a litter (e.g.Irish Setters, 

Rhodesian Ridgebacks, Great Danes)  

13) There is no indication of what is being advocated by the Welsh Assembly for 

litters with over 10 pups. Is this disposal to be by culling the excess puppies so 

that the breeder can comply with the proposed legislation. 

14) This proposed legislation does not show regard to profit alledgedly generated 

from a litter of puppies by hobby breeders which other Government depts would 

not regard as the action as a commercial enterprise. (EG Inland Revenue) 

15) There is a conflict with the definitions in the proposed legislation and that 

already used in other existing legislation. 

16) There are dog shows almost every weekend. These shows range from 

Companion where all proceeds go to a nominated charity to large championship 

shows of 8000 to 10000 dogs.  It was estimated by local businesses that one of 

the large Welsh Championships shows generated an extra £500k for the local 

economy. 

17) If all interested parties in Wales had been consulted, a far more accurate picture 

of the activities of your constituents who are hobby breeders would have been 

achieved and as a result a more balanced legislation would have been proposed.  

18) Certain elements possibly contrary to Human Rights Act and Anti Discrimination 

laws. 
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